REMARKS 



This communication is submitted in response to the Office Action dated June 15, 



Claims 1-32 are pending in the subject patent application with claim 1 1 having 
been amended so that it depends from claim 10 instead of from claim 12. 

The claims stand subject to an election requirement, requiring election of a single 
species from the species of Fig. 1, Fig. 16, Fig. 17, Fig. 18, Fig. 19, Fig. 23 or Fig. 24. 
The Examiner has recognized independent claim 1 as being generic to all of the 
species. 

In response to the election requirement, applicant hereby elects, without 
traverse, the species of Fig. 23 corresponding to claims 1-4, 7, 9-15, 27-29 and 31. 
Independent claim 1 is generic as noted by the Examiner. 

In light of the foregoing, the subject application is submitted to be in condition for 
examination on the merits. Early, favorable action on the merits is courteously solicited. 
Should any issues in the subject application remain unresolved, the Examiner is 
encouraged to contact the undersigned attorney. 



2006. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Karen M. Gerken 
Registration No. 31,161 



EPSTEIN & GERKEN 

1901 Research Boulevard, Suite 340 

Rockville, Maryland 20850 

(301)610-7634 
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I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the U.S. Postal 
Service with sufficient postage as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: MAIL 
STOP: AMENDMENT, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, Virginia 
22313-1450 on July 17, 2006. 




Ann L. Shebovsky 
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